Day 4
The Poor and Exploited

James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

Luke 6:30-31 (NIV) Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

How easy it is to forget, when small trials come our way, that many are destitute by comparison! Have you ever had anyone ask you for money?  Have you ever been approached by a homeless person on the street asking you to give them assistance?  What was your response?  Did you feel threatened?  Were you concerned that they might use your money to by alcohol or cigarettes?  What do you think Jesus would have done?

James 2:14-16 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?
Read Luke 14:16-24. Are you the host? Who do you invite? Are you a guest? Do you despise your host? Could it be that God has invited you to His feast, and you despise His offer? “So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” God places the poor amongst the most important focuses in our lives. If we, the rich and comfortable, do not give up ourselves for the poor and exploited, how bold are we to call ourselves followers of Christ!
Luke 18:22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
Matthew 11:5 The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them.
Consider: Is not helping the destitute the center of Christ’s ministry? And His Father shows the same:
Psalm 68:5 A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in His holy habitation.

Psalm 82:3-4 Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy; Free them from the hand of the wicked.

Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow.
Zechariah 7:9-10 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Execute true justice, Show mercy and compassion, Everyone to his brother. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, The alien or the poor. Let none of you plan evil in his heart against his brother.’
“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”

Focus on those whom you can serve.  How has God blessed you so that you can bless the nations.  Ask God for guidance in how you spend your time and money so that you can make His glory be shown everywhere.  
